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Hong Kong is famous of being a world class financial centre and 
tourist hot spot in Asia, The Hong Kongers have a relatively fast 
pace of life, for work, school having fun, etc. High land prices, 
densely populated urban area congested road surface during 
working hours are the qualities no big difference from other 
metropolises like New York, London, Tokyo, etc. What makes it 
unique is her limited land supply to accommodate such kind of 
social environment aforementioned, Reclamation of land from 
the sea is already a norm in Hong Kong. Thus it is not difficult to 
understand the preciousness of land supply in Hong Kong. What 
comes out is the high efficiency of the use of land for all kind of 
construction and land development. Efficiency is generally the 
first priority for a building construction no matter for a residential 
or commercial building development or a mixed use complex. 
This has a significant impact on the planning and design of a 
building project in views of layout uses as well as the profile of 
the building, Generally the distribution and qualities of privately 
occupied spaces are first considered in corporation with the 
public area serving as means of transportation and circulation 
areas. 
In what extent would the space of living In such environment to 
be habitable? 
CITY'S LIFE PATTERN 
The high density living environment in urban area of Hong Kong 
create a tension of life both mentally and physically, In this 
sense the public open spaces serve as elements for balancing 
the urban life. Big shopping centres provide large indoor 
conditioned space for food, shopping, cinemas and different 
kinds of entertainment; district parks provide huge area of green 
for people to relax and performing, exercises to stretch their 
bodies; neighbourhood squares act as a supplementary space 
for some casual daily activities like market places, food stores 
and leisure area; pedestrian areas serve as people's walkway in 
the urban area. Public spaces can be understood as an 
extension of home-spaces of each person to perform part of 
their daily activities. They accommodate people's daily lives 
significantly in such urban context in Hong Kong. 
Can we approach the provision of urban habitable spaces from 
the qualifies of public spaces? 
Preface 
. , 1 - _ 
PHYSICAL FORM 
In nowadays Hong Kong's urban area the public space are 
made possible in 2 different manners: huge building complex 
accommodating various kind of activities developed by private 
sectors and district parks as well as all the neighbourhood 
squares under urban planning strategies of the Government, 
While meaningful public spaces are not limited to these 2 
categories. There are various kind of "fragmented spaces" 
distributed among all the building blocks in the urban area. They 
range from different scales from a simple passage way to a size 
of a neighbourhood square. All these can be understood as 
"residue spaces" in the development of a city. They can hardly 
be planned and organized especially under the extreme 
conditions of the use of limited land source in Hong Kong 
aforementioned. 
What's the implicafion of residue spaces being meoninaful ond 
useful? 
THOUGHTS 
With the advancement of communication technologies in the 
2"1st century the distances among people are shortened 
psychologically. The digital technologies help tremendously in 
the exchange of ideas among people not withstanding the 
geographical boundaries. The nature and qualities of 
interaction among people have changed. In this sense it is 
ambiguous for the meaning of words "meeting places". 
With the diversification of nowadays society the concept of 
"places" is getting vague. Big shopping centres, social 
community centres, market place, terminals of various kind of 
transportation, green parks, entertainment venues like karaokes, 
cinemas and restaurants, all of these venues also possess solid 
images of being "places" definite volume of space to 
accommodate the corresponding human activities. Within such 
places people are getting together with different activities 
participated. The quality of interaction among people in the 
manner of "face-to-face" does exist, 
Whafs the nature and value of the physical form of public： 
space in the urban context of Hong Kong? 
i i i i i l j 
Preface 
INITIATIVES 
“I grow up in Hong Kong a world famous densely populated cily. 
High-rise residential buildings comprising flat units are standard 
unit of accommodation for most Hong Kong people. I am in no 
exception. My home is a flat having floor area of 60 square 
metres , within which I occupy 4 square metres as my private 
room, with floor to ceiling height of 2.7 metres. The space within is 
far enough for daily life as other Hong Kong people. However it is 
in no way I can perform many other extensive activities having 
sun bathing, body stretching exercises, and many other outdoor 
activities, I consider all these activities constituting a very 
important part in my daily life pattern which I can only perform at 
public space where I have to shared with other people's uses. It is 
a place where I am unable to occupy or exert any right in 
changing or intervening except the related Government and 
professionals. The qualities of public space directly affect the 
qualities of citizens' lives significantly in place like Hong Kong. Thus 
it has long been my thought to understand and contribute to 
the good qualities of public space since early childhood. 
Through the process of the thesis I hope I can learn and 
understand the issues concerning public space in Hong Kong 
and thus obtain an appropriate approach to deal with it for 
better living environment.“ 
BACKGROUND (HONG KONG) 
Hong Kong is one of the most densely populated cities in the 
world. Efficient use and allocation of limited land resources have 
-long been understood by every Hong Kongers. Every kind of 
construction developments within the territory are carefully 
planned in the most cost-effective manner. One of the most 
obvious phenomenon Is the commodification of urban space 
within highly developed urban area within the territory. Huge 
complex of shopping centres providing large indoor 
conditioned space for food, shopping, and various kind of 
entertainment have become the main public domain of 
people inhabiting in the cily. The "public spaces" provided are 
being consumed for various kind of daily activities under 
management by private capital. Alternative of public urban 
spaces within urban area are those Government-planned 
public open spaces providing various kind of facilities for leisure 
like neighborhood squares and parks. Basketball street-court, 
mini-football pitch and public utilities' building complexes are 
also main public domains for city life. 
1.2 Issues Raised from Genera! Observation 
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Hong Kong can be 
described as one of the 
typical metropolitans in the 
21st century. People living in 
are engaged in various 
activit ies In views of 
educat ion , c a r e e r s , 
c o m m e r c e , l e i s u r e , 
entertainment, etc all 
happening within highly 
dense populated areas. The 
routine daily lives of people 
are differentiated in a very 
great extent in terms of 
different age groups and 
genders. Architecturally, the 
qualities and uses of public 
spaces can no longer be 
understood thoroughly by 
only means of studying the 
relationship between FORM 
and FUNCTION. It is 
necessary to view and 
approach the issues in a 
wider scope of perspectives 
in order to understand and 
figure out the solutions 
dealing with public spaces in 
the architectural point of 
view. I treat the thesis project 
as a process of searching 
a n d e x p l o r i n g t h e 
m e t h o d o l o g y o f 
approaching the treatment 
on public space in Hong 
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Considering the geometrical form 
of urban fabric, a void acts 
differently in response to different 
context and activities involved in a 
district scale. In general, there are 3 
roles being acted: 
• addition of "voids" into urban 
building masses to decrease 
the density, serves as the 
purpose of relieving the tension 
among building blocks where 
people living within 
• a void serve as circulation 
purpose to act as a short cut 
passing from one street to 
another right behind a series of 
building blocks in a linear 
manner 
• negative space in contrast to 
the surrounding huge amount 
of building mass, become a 
positive space In view of the 
surrounding urban context 
serving as a nodal point or a 
landmark in the district scale 
The properties and nature of "urban 
voids" in response to urban fabric 
varies from case to case. It can be 
better illustrated by the following 
case studies. 
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Habitation units in urban area, ie. 
flats, behave 丨ike stacks of boxes 
developing in a vertical manner 
with elevators as the means of 
transportation. The Intermediate 
zone between individual flat unit 
and the public area outside the 
lot boundary of the building is 
usually limited to lift lobby and a 
relatively large ground floor lobby. 
They are all by function for 
circulation purpose. It is no 
different as the qualities of roads 
for vehicular access as well as 
pedestrians for people to travel. 
What difference is the hierarchy of 
scale and level of privacy. In that 
sense within an urban area where 
people l iv ing are boxes 
connected by circulation 
networks in various scales and 
hierarchy of privacy. Efficient use 
and allocation of space is 
achieved within such urban 
environment. However the 
relationship among every 
habitation units becomes 
homogeneous and vague. 
Humanity of living environment 
becomes doubtful. 
Human beings were not born to 
live in boxes. It is by instinct 
everyone has the need and 
intention to approach the natural 
environment. Outdoor open area 
becomes n e c e s s i t i e s to 
accommodate a portion of 
people daily lives. For the 
congested use of space in urban 
area it is impossible to acquire 
private outdoor open space for 
indiviclual habitation units. Thus 
people have to share the public 
open spaces within urban 
environment. One of the qualities 
of public spaces can thus be 
understood as an extension of 
home-spaces of each person to 
perform part of their daily 
activities. 
VENUES FOR VARIOUS WND^ OF SPORI/gALySAI 
SERVING AS RESTING AREA FOR PEOPLE NOT LIVING NEARBY 
RESIDENTIAL TRANSPORT RESIDENTIAL 
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1 issues Raised from General Observation 
€ GREEN AREA, OUTDOOR SPACE FOR LEISURE 
Concerning the activities taken place at such "extension of home-space", generally they are the 
following: 
• Various kind of exercises and sports. It ranged from walking, simple body stretching, jogging to various 
kinds of ball games, eg. basketball, football, etc. 
• they are themselves by nature "outdoor areas" for people to approach the nature for relaxing and 
leisure, 
• they work as communal space for gathering and meeting one another living nearby 
• they also function as place for stay for outsiders 
Issues Raised from General Observation 
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_ NODAL POINT set out by public sector 
D Private development 
_ Open area for public access 
_ Public utility / development 
alysls of ttie urtxin framework developed by 
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Development of certain NODAL POINTS to 
trigger the grow of the urtxin area in 
certain direction, for the crecrtton of proper 
urban space 
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the STRUCTURE set 0 
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NOD/^ POINT set out by private sector 
_ NODAL POINT set out by public sector 
• Private development 
_ Open area for public access 
• Public utility / development 
2.1 Preliminary Framework of the Issue Study 
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Types of mixed use buildings in the past decades 
Hi^HlY PACKED mill DING MASS of various forms (pictures on the right) can be observed at urban area like 
Mongkok, Sham Shui Po, Yau Ma Tei, etc. They are built at times ranged from pre-war period to 1980s with residential 
building development mostly on single land lots. The maximization of the built massing of buildings and the lack of 
comprehensive city plan In the early years result in lack of public open space within the areas. To deal with the issues 
supplementary provision of public open space is usually achieved in 2 manners. One is leaving a single land lot 
vacant for construction of landscape area. Another approach is exploring a whole new land area outside the urban 
gricis, eg., along the waterfront or at the "tips" of the linear urban grids, to build comprehensive landscape area with 















Western District and North Point District -dense populated constituted by various building blocks 
— ‘ 二 … 礙 
^ i Possible Case Studies among Different Urban Fabrics Having Different Conditions for 
Public Open Spaces 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
For studying the relationship between the "solids" and "voids" 
concerning residential areas in urban area, 3 main types of 
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For urban renewal many pre-war and post-war buildings aged more than 50 years have been torn down and 
redeveloped continuously over time. Instead of those rectangular mass types developed some 20-30 years ago, the 
so-called "podium tower type" of mixed use developments have been dominant in recent years. Among them some 
are even developed in a much larger scale merging several land lots together. COMPREHENSIVE PRIVATE 
HOUSING ESTATE DEVELOPMENTS can usually be observed, In such kind of development a small landscape area Is 
U^ally included at the podium level for private use only or, at the street level within the boundary for limited public 
access. As a result the profile within urban grid has changed gradually and new mode of urban life-slyle is developing. 
國 
Provident C e n t r e id Ci ty G a r d e n - two incorporate residential developments by private capital at North Point District 
Suburban areas have been highly developed into various kinds and scales of new towns to accommodate rapid 
grow of population. The design and developments of such NEW HOUSING ESTATES are even much more 
comprehensive than those incorporated residential developments within urban area. They are more comprehensive 
in terms of planning in a district-scale rather than within few land lots in the city. This provides much higher flexibility in 
allocation and planning of various district facilities to suit nowadays people life in Hong Kong. In this case the there are 
obvious provision of public open spaces in various scales ranged from neighborhood squares within groups of estate 
towers to a central park of the whole developed area. 
Tin Shui Wai - incorporated new town development by both public and private sectors 
.• I - n W '.： S f i i i — … 
肩 P 
吟 》 ： 讀 
2.2 Possible Case Studies among Different Urban Fabrics Having Different Conditions for 




CASES OF RESEARCH 
丁he format of public open space in relation to 
habitation units is directly related to the design and 
planning of residential development. In order to 
understand and figure out the qualities and relationship 
between public open spaces and the habitation units in 
the urban area, a research study is going to be done in 
accordance to 3 major kinds of residential areas in 
•^ ong Kong. They are: 
discrete rectangular mass type housing 
development within urban grid 
• study areas: North Point, Yau Ma Tei 
incorporated housing development by both public 
Qnd private sectors 
-study of public housing development within urban 
9ricl: Lai Kok Estate, Cheung Sha Wan 
-study of private incorporated housing development 
“several private housing estates within North Point 
3. newtown development 
•Tin Shui Wai, incorporated new district development by 
both public and private sectors 
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Commodification of social space 
“……A clear picture of how everyday life in Hong Kong has been 
circumscribed through the discretionary power of the local state, 
the corporate strategies which direct the form and content of 
social space, and the deliberate manipulation of the planning 
system to accommodate private capital 
"Deals between the state and development capital benefitted 
both enormously: tax revenues to the government open spaces 
at no development or management cost, sidewalks in the sky 
and for developers, total control over buildings and spaces 
where a win-win situation existed in terms of both" 
"The only people who lost were the general public, whose civic 
space, had been shrunk to heavily polutted and congested 
sidewalks, and elevated walkways whose single design function 
was to speed the circulation of commodities" 
Ref, Materials Pu Miaa Public Places m Asia Pacific C 
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SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
It is always important and necessary for people to get familiarized with 
the environment they are living at. People get to know about the living 
environment basically through the personal experience of the 
physical environnnent and people encountered at public area and 
communication with people getting in touch during their daily lives, ie. 
family members, working colleagues, friends, etc. With the great 
advance in communication technology in the 21st century mass 
media has become another significant channel for people to get 
information from. The information ranges from events happening 
around their living places to places around the worlds, to various kind 
of information concerning different specific fields of knowledge and 
data eg. sports event political issues, etc. 
It is always the mass media provides the most comprehensive 
information about the world as well as the places we are living at. It act 
as a channel or say, window for people to see one another very far 
apart so that we can have a concept of "human society" in a global 
manner. In the same way we can have the sense of society in city 
scale as well as in district scale. However such kind of communication 
channel Is one-way In the manner of information flow. There are no 
Interaction between the 2 parties. The mass media's role becomes 
important because they play the role of collecting, processing and 
distributing the information of an event. The audio and visual products 
carrying information enable the "events" to become something can 
be "stored" and "showed" in a flexible manner without time constraint. 
While the data processing by the mass media act as a "filter" that 
weaken the comprehensiveness of the nature of the events 
happened furthermore. Thus the data or information gained from the 
mass media can't be visualized and understood as a comprehensive 
and true knowledge towards the understanding of the society. Thus it 
act as one of the elements enabling us to figure out and visualize the 
solid profile of the word "society". 
3.1 Social Significance and Unique Qualities of Public Open Space in View of Urban Life 
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The other channel where we can get information the surrounding 
environment is through communication with other people we may 
encounter during daily lives. Through communication with family 
members, working colleagues, friends, relatives, etc. that everyone we 
may encounter during our daily lives, we can know much more about 
others' mind than our own thought and experience. However there is a 
very limited number of people we may know and communicate with 
during our whole lives time, compared with the total number of people 
living in the society. We ourselves may also doubt with what others' 
telling is truthful or not, Even what others' saying is true, they don't 
represent all the other people's understanding about certain event or 
experience. Thus In such kind of media that we also gain part but not all 
about the concept of the word "society". 
The most truthful knowledge about something considering by 
ourselves can only be gained through our pereonal experience. 
When we walk along the urban area seeing towers of buildings forming 
the mass of the city that we can visualize that a city exists. When we 
walk across the scene of a traffic accident that we can truly feel and 
understand the pain suffered by the victims and the reaction of the 
nearby traffic. When we see most of the teenagers wearing Nike on 
their feet walking on the streets that we can really know the status of the 
brand Nike in the mind of the new generation. It is in a way to gain a 
truthful knowledge and experience about certain event through a kind 
of observation in an objective manner. 
3.1 Social Significance and Unique Qualities of Public Open Space in View of Urban Life 
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The second part aforementioned is done by the interaction among 
people not knowing to one another at the public places, The basic 
format of public place is street ( pedestrian for people and road for 
vehicles), They serve as the circulation purpose for people's transport 
among the closely packed urban masses. In urban area of Hong Kong 
streets are always filled with people. When walking along the streets we 
see huge number of moving people of different genders, ages, facial 
expression, fashions, etc. moving in different directions. We are 
observing different kind of people among the "sea of people^ ' while we 
ourselves also form part of it, ie. we are also being observed at the 
same time, This kind of objective obseivation provide a kind of 
interactive manner that people are being observed and observed to 
on another. It is interactive in a manner that an individual will perceive 
the remaining majority of people as a "main stream" and "norms" of 
people living in the society. It concerns the style of hair, clothes, walking 
gesture, etc. The individual form the profile of "how people look like in 
contemporary society'' while he himself at the same time is also 
perceived as one of the "main stream", among the majority of all the 
people appearing at the public places. Thus we can understood and 
perceived such kind of interactive relationship among unknown 
people at public spaces as another media in another manner for 
people to visualize the society. Such kind of interaction among people 
is being enhanced and magnified in effect in area of extremely dense 
populated area that the shared public space is extremely small in 
contrast to the huge among of people living around. The 
arrangement and configuration of public space in such kind of urban 
context is undoubtedly closely related to such kind of activities which it 
accommodates. 
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3.1 Social Significance and Unique Qualities of Public Open Space in View of Urban Life 
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In view of figuring out the profile of sociely through the personal 
experience, two manners are considered. The first one is by the 
physical properties of people's habitation area. Towers of building in 
various scales, proportions, sizes of a city all together form a solid 
image of a place where huge number of people are living within. By 
observing different kinds of buildings and construction within the urban 
areas a variety of activities and life patterns being proceeded can be 
told. We can't tell exactly what people are exactly doing in a specific 
flat unit within a high-rise building but we can be told by the pattern of 
the window curtain that it is a private bedroom of a particular person. 
All these physical fragments and elements viewed in an urban area 
provide us certain information about what urban life looks like. 
3".l Social Significance and Unique Qualities of Public Open Space in View of Urban Life 
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In view of the term "media" 
aforementioned, the most 
fundamental public spaces 
streets are functioning basically as 
means for circulation. Most 
people appear to be in 
continuous movement, The 
geometrical form of streets does 
not suggest staying properties of 
movement. People moving within 
or stand still temporarily at certain 
nodal points can be described as 
elements constituting a "media 
layer in dynamic manner" in a 
kind of public space. In this sense 
the public open spaces appear 
as "urban voids" act as a role of 
providing a "pausing node" along 
such "dynamic media layer". It 
provides space for people to get 
away from the street's activities 
and slow down their movement to 
a state of rest. While at the same 
time the interactive mode of 
communication still exists among 
all unknown people, What 
difference made is more kinds of 
mode of interactions are 
suggested. People are no longer 
in relative moving states when 
walking along the streets to see 
each other. At those public open 
spaces people can sit and stay at 
rest while looking at the people 
moving long the streets or others 
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MEDIA LAYER OF STRANGERS 
URBAN VOIDS SERVE 
AS LIMITED PRECIOUS 
OUTDOOR SPACE 
WITHIN DENSE URBAN 
AREA 
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 








PLACE IN URBAN 
VOID MEANS AN 
EXPOSURE OF 




"MEDIA LAYER OF 
STRANGERS" 
OBSERVE PORTION 
OF REAL LIFE OF 
OTHER PEOPLE 
UNKNOWN AT SUCH 
URBAN VOIDS IN 
THE URBAN VOID ACT 
AS NODAL POINTS 
FOR STAYING REST 
AND STAY AWAY 




THE VOID ACTS AS 
PLACE FOR 
OBSERVING THE 
"MEDIA LAYER OF 
STRANGERS" ALONG 
THE STREET 
When people are in a state of rest while watching the flux of people walking pass, they switch to the role of being 
observers looking at the people doing what they have just done before they came into the "urban voids". It is in this way 
people have the opportunity to observe and visualize the kind of urban life they themselves proceed in everyday life. 
The portion of urban life being "exhibited" is not limited to the information carried by each passer-by which show hints 
or fragments of the urban life of the corresponding individual. The accommodation of daily life activities by the public 
open spaces provides another possibililyto "exhibit" portion of somebody's urban life in an objective manner. 
The role of the "urban voids" in view of social significance can be understood as a means of showing and exhibiting the 
urban life pattern in certain extent. Through the process of getting to know about other's urban life pattern people are 
at the same time reviewing and evaluating their own life mode. When people know more about others as well as 
themselves in view of life mode in the society, they can build up a sense of identity and attitude towards the way 
they interact with the "society". 
3.2 "Urban Voids" as "Pausing Modes" towards "Media Layer of Strangers" 
029 
1 Hennessy Road Playground 
3.3.2 Nullah Road Garden ( Prince Edward Road ) 
3.3.3 Palley Park ( New York City) 
.4 Victoria Park ( Causeway Bay) 
3.3.5 Tai Pei Sq. & Yi Pei Sq.�Tsuen Wan ) 
3.3.6 Lek Yuen Playground ( Shatin ) 
3.3 Specific Case Study 
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THE EXISTING VOID IN THE URBAN FABRIC 
THE EXISTING URBAN VOID BREAK THE 
EDGES OF A AND B 
LAYERS OF URBAN FABRIC ARE IN A 
MANNER OF BEING EXPOSED 
SPATIAL PERCEPTION OF L INKAGE 
BEIWEEN A AND & IS AVAILABLE 
THE VOID IN CONTRAST TO THE 
SURROUNDING SOLIDS FORM A KIND OF 
POSITIVE SPACE 
THE UNIQUENESS OF SUCH VOID IN THE 
SURROUNDING CONTEXT MAKES IT 
BECOME A LANDMARK 
Fl山NG OF THE VOID BY A BUILDING MASS 
-THE FILLED VOIDS COMPLETE THE 
EDGES FORMING COMPLETE STREET 
SPACE OF A AND B 
- IN VIEW OF PERCEPTION OF URBAN 
SPACE THE LINKAGE BETWEEN A AND B 



















































PATHWAY CUTTING THROUGH THE GARDEN 
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THE BUSY FA YUEN STREET MARKET 
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C,D,E & F BEHAVE AS 
DISCRETE REGIONS 
SHOWING NO RELATIONSHIP 
IN BETWEEN 
C AND D END WITH A 
COMMON NODAL POINT 
DEALING WITH VEHICULAR 
TRAFFIC - PETROL 
STATION 
HOMOGENEOUS RIGID 
STREET QUALITY IS 
REINFORCED ALONG 
REGION F WITH A HIGHWAY 
ABOVE 
THE GARDEN ACTS AS A VOID SEEING 
THROUGH NULLAH ROAD 
H j ^ ^ ^ B j ^ v TPETROL7-一一 
FILLING OF THE VOID BY A BUILDING MASS 
GREEN AREA AS LANDMARK AMONG 
DENSE URBAN CONTEXT 
3.3.2 Nullah Road Garden { Prince Edward Road ) 
0 3 6 
THE EXISTING VOID IN THE URBAN FABRIC 
THE GARDEN INTRODUCED 
AT THE TRIANGULAR SITE 
SERVE AS A NODAL 
POINT CONNECTING C, 
D.E&F 
INTEGRATION OF URBAN 
SPACE ALLOWING 
PERCEPTION OF VARIOUS 
KIND or- URBAN 
CONTEXT AT A SINGLE 
LOCATION 
EXAMPLE OF HAVING 
NEGATIVE AS POSITIVE 
SPACE. LANDMARK IN 
DENSE URBAN AREA 
BREAK OF RIGIDITY OF 
REGION F ^ n u u i p 
0 
1. WATER WALL 
2. SEAT WALL 
3. REFRESHMENTS 
4. FOLDING GATE 
5. EAST 53RD STREET 
IT ipl.liiiilil |IJ|.H,Hli]LHiliWP i.i.lWII.IHiiiJ^ J.|il.!!i|JIL.Hii 
/ v t v . 
2 Z 
^ t 
一 * •…、1 • 




J T H E FOUR BROAD STEPS ARE A THRESHOLD 
(THAT RAISES THE PARK ABOVE THE SIDEWALK 
IAND OUT OF THE FRANTIC PACE OF CITY LIFE 
PALEY PARK-PLAN 
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• " V 
THE CAUGRA^^HYIF BOSTON IVY INSCRIBED ON 
ONE OF THE WALLS ENCLOSING THE PARK 
THE HONEY LOCUST TRUNKS FORM ABSTRACT 
COMPOSITIONS AGAINST THE WATER WALL 
賀 i 一 
t 
THE CHAIRS WERE DESIGNED BY HARRY BERTOIA AND THE WHITE MARBLE TABLES 
BY EERO SAARINEN. THEY ARE MOVABLE, ALLOWING USERS TO ARRANGE 
THEMSELVES AS IF THEY WERE IN THEIR OWN LIVING ROOM 
THE SOOTHING SOUND OF THE WATER THE 
DELICATE FOLIAGE OF THE HONEY LOCUS 
TREES, AND THE INTIMATE GROUPINGS OF 
TABLES AND CHAIRS OFFER WELCOME RESPITE 
TO WEARY NEW YORKERS 
ANNUAL DISPLAY OF YELLOW TULIPS 




Causeway Bay was originally a bay until the 1950s when the bay 
disappeared into a land reclamation project. The area is now dominated 
by Victoria Park, the largest green space on the north of Hong Kong Island. 
The area to the west of the park is primarily a commercial shopping district 
and to the east are older residential districts. 
Along with Victoria Park, there are several sporting grounds and recreational 
facilities. However, these are all concentrated in one area and there are 
few open or park spaces beyond the Victoria Park. 
3.3.4 Victoria Park ( Causeway Bay ) 
FACILITIES 
As a regional facilily, Victoria Park is a large scale amenity that 
accommodates many activities for different age groups, types of people 
and types of occasions ^ 
1. garden 
2. model boat pool 
3. centre lawn 
4. hard pavement 
5. public washrooms 
6. sports fields (paved soccer pitches) 
7. tennis courts 
8. centre court 
9. skating rink 
10. food kiosk 
11. swimming 
12. bowling greens 
3.3.4 Victoria Park ( Causeway Bay ) 
Access to Victoria Park is primarily along the western edge where there are 
two major entry points: ( l )a plaza in the middle of the block and; (2) a 
plaza at the southwest corner. The majority of the 
leisure park users enter at these points. 
A tall fence in a landscaped strip defines the south side of the park. There 
are a number of gates in this fence, one of which is on axis with a statue of 
Queen Victoria (3), thereby creating a "formal" entry to the park. However, 
there are fewer pedestrians along this edge due to the heavy traffic on 
Causeway Road. In addition, an elevated pedestrian crossing at the 
southwest corner of park further diverts the flow of pedestrians away from 
this edge. 
Although there are several entry points along the eastern perimeter of the 
park, leisure users must pass through the complex of tennis courts, 
swimming pools and basketball courts (4). 
There is no access on the northern edge of the park. The Island East Corridor 
flyover and Victoria Park Road are major trunk roads which effectively block 
any access. 
3.3.4 Victoria Park ( Causeway Bay ) 
0 4 1 
EDGE CONDITIONS 
Transition: Public • Private 
The western edge of the park is generally fenced off from the traffic on 
Gloucester Road. However, as one moves towards Causeway Road, closer 
to the concentration of pedestrian traffic, a series of hard paved plazas 
form the edge of the park. 
These plazas can be considered part of the network of streets; both Great 
George Street and Sugar Street lead directly to these public spaces. As one 
emerges from the narrow proportions of the streets, the open areas offer an 
enlarged gathering place, much like a town square, before continuing into 
the network of paths in the park. They can be considered "rooms" in the city 
that make the transition from the public street to the more "private" activities 
in the park. 
Futhermore, these plazas are usually animated with small crowds of people, 
food vendors, etc. Again, this edge activity enlivens the park and buffers the 
interior of the park from the road traffic. 
3.3.4 Victoria Park ( Causev/ay Bay) 
. .、 ->. ... .-.‘•••-i. .... /. .、、‘• < . - .:••、,，. 'r 
赚 纖 邏 儀 广：蔓* i f 
URBAN FABRIC 
The network of streets along the western edge is essentially uninterrupted; 
crosswalks on Gloucester Road allow each street to extend directly into the 
park. This pattern of paths begins to dissipate further inside the park, but the 
condition at the edge is sufficient to establish a strong relationship with the 
urban fabric along this edge. 
The plazas along Gloucester Road are as much a part of the urban fabric 
as they are a part of Victoria Park. They are gathering places strategically 
sited to continue and accommodate the circulation of people to and from 
the adjoining streets. 
Furthermore, because the Gloucester Road crosswalks pass underneath a 
vehicle flyover, there is strip of pavement in the middle of the road, 
reducing the effective width of the street. The result is a crosswalk that is 
scaled well to the pedestrian and reduces the effort required to access the 
park. 
Causeway Road to the south is a major thoroughfare with a large closed 
facade facing the park. There are few cross streets and no crosswalks. As a 
result, the park echoes this condition by having a more formal, fenced 
edge. However, the large paved surfaces along this perimeter 
accommodates a number of civic activities such as Chinese New Year 
celebrations, or the annual June 4 Tiannamen Square rally. Although this 
edge may not be as permeable as the western edge, it still works as part of 
the urban fabric. 
The eastern edge where the tennis courts are located is not as sensitive to 
the urban fabric, The siting of the sports facilities does not permit the pattern 
of streets to extend into the park. Although there are multiple points of 
access, they are not located as sensitively. In addition, the scale and 
pattern of the sports facilities does not reflect the neighbouring area. 
3.3.4 Victoria Park ( Causeway Bay ) 
0 4 3 
A ROOM IN THE PARK 
The Plaza space at the southwest comer of the park functions as a "room" in 
the park. The enclosure is composed with the following elements: 
1. open loggia 
2. landscaping 
3. washroom / maintenance facilities 
4. tree court 
5. landscaping 
This design deals effectively with the conditions at this comer of the park. 
The vehicle flyover would have presented difficulties In creating a sense of 
entry to the park. Any other active use of this comer would also have been 
affected by the vehicle flyover and the proximity to the road. In response, 
the comer is closed off with the service buildings which neatly occupy the 
space underneath the flyover. 
Moreover, siting the services buildings here effectively places a 
programmatic element which is not sensitive to traffic noise nearest the 
source, whilst shielding the tree court from the busy road. 
Entry to the park is clearly visible and its circulation does not effect the ability 
to use the "room". The "room" can accommodate the influx of park users 
and becomes part of the urban fabric as a gathering space. This is 
particularly evident on Sundays when large groups of Filipino maids gather 
in this space. 
3.3.4 Victoria Park ( Causev/ay Bay) 
TAI PEI SQUARE, YL PEI 
SQUARE 
(TSUEN WAN ) 
Tsuen Wan is a mixed-use district that combines industrial, commercial and 
residential activities. In the older portion of the district, the urban fabric is 
very fine and dense. There is a large concentration of commercial activities 
such as stores and markets at ground level, with residential units above. 
Located within this fabric are smaller sit out areas and green spaces that 
tend to serve the more immediate residents. 
Along the waterfront, the urban fabric is more coarse. There are large scale 
residential districts with larger open spaces in between the housing estates. 
In addition, there is a large city park which serves the communily and the 
region. 
1. Chai Wai Kok Street Rest Garden 
2. rest garden ” 
3. Sha Tsui Road Playground 
4. Sai Lau Kok Garden 
5. Tai Pei Square 
6. Yi Pel Square 
7. Sam Pei Square 
8. TakWah Park 
9. Shek Pik Resetter's Playground 
10. Tsuen Wan Riviera Park 
3:3.5 Tai Pei Sq. & Yi Pei Sq. ( Tsuen Wan ) 
In Tsuen Wan, one of the components of the dense fabric is the courtyard; 
approximately six storey blocks facing an inner courtyard. These provide 
greenspace and relief from the densjty of the housing units in the area. They 
act as gathering spaces for the residents to enjoy the open air. Although no 
two are the same, they 
are all alike. Each one shares similar purpose, materials, proportion, etc. 
Two courtyard spaces of particular interest are Tai Pei Square and Yi Pei 
Square, They are located in adjacent blocks and are similarly structured in 
terms of their proportion, order, form, etc. However, they are vastly different 
in their activity, which relates directly to the details of their design. 
1 • Tai Pei Square 
2. Yi Pei Square 
3:3.5 Tai Pei Sq. & Yi Pei Sq. ( Tsuen Wan ) 
Tai Pel Square 
Tai Pei Square is roughly separated into three areas: a vehicle 
parking lot at the north end; a paved open space in the centre, 
and; a children's playground on rubber padding at the south end. 
Throughout, there is a level of activity and connection to the 
surrounding urban fabric that makes this square a successful 
public space. 
The centre open space is defined by concrete planters containing 
small plantings and landscaping. The planters define the square as 
separate from the commercial shops at the base of the surrounding 
buildings. However, the planters are not continuous, so one can move freely 
between the perimeter path in front of the shops to the central open 
square. 
Within the square, there are groupings of open, free benches distributed 
throughout. In some places, the benches are paired up beside one 
another. In other places, the benches are singular. 
These groupings allow a great deal of freedom in how the users choose to 
sit and occupy the space. The relative distance between benches on 
opposite sides of the square is just close enough to be able to carry on a 
conversation without interrupting the activity within the square. 
The playground located at the south end of the square provides a focus 
and active element to the space. The sounds of children playing enliven 
the square. 
Furthermore, the square is very permeable. As mentioned before, the 
planters are not continuous, so there are multiple points of entry to the 
centre space. In addition, the parking area at the north end is directly 
connected to a main road, connecting the square with the public 
commercial areas outside the square. As well, there 
is an opening to the street at the south end of the square, Just beyond the 
children's playground. What this creates is a thoroughfare where people 
can pass through the space and make it part of their daily routine. It has an 
identity and a constituency which contributes to its success. 
3:3.5 Tai Pei Sq. & Yi Pei Sq. ( Tsuen Wan ) 
^ JiiffilV.. 
Yl Pel Square 
Similar to Tai Pei Square, Yi Pei Square is a large open square defined by 
perimeter planting. There is a surrounding circulation path with commercial 
activities in the base of the residential buildings that overlook the square. 
However, the finer details of the elements here have created a much less 
successful public space. 
Although the overall dimension of the square is the same, the perceived 
space is more intimate in Tai Pei Square because part of the open space 
there is taken by vehicle parking. In Yi Pei Square, the corresponding space 
is an extension of central square, thereby altering the proportion of the 
space. Furthermore, the added space does not have any particular 
function or amenity to offer; there is no seating or landscaping. It is simply a 
paved area. The landscaping plots that define the square are protected by 
fences. The overall height of the fenc•白 is similar to the concrete planters in 
Tai Pei Square. However, the edge condition here creates a much different 
environment. Although the fences are an open grill pattern and do not 
visually obscure the square, the fence is still a perceptible physical barrier. 
Users do no have the same directness with the landscaping as they do in 
Tai Pei Square. 
Furthermore, the fence is continuous around the entire square, thereby 
limiting access to the open space. In Tai Pei Square, the concrete planters 
are not continuous and there are several points of access in between the 
planters. 
In Yi Pei Square, seating is placed where the corresponding secondary 
entrances to Tai Pei Square are located. Again, this eliminates the access 
points, but more significantly, the relative space between opposite seats 
has changed to the point where maintaining a conversation is difficult. 
Furthermore, the seating has become too fixed and rigid. They are located 
in trellised canopies which are made from heavy steel members. They are 
in effect, too heavy and out of scale for the space. As well, the seating is 
singular in each of the trellises, so the flexibility and freedom afforded the 
users in Tai Pei Square is not found here. 
3:3.5 Tai Pei Sq. & Yi Pei Sq. ( Tsuen Wan ) 
t 




he p r^th 
souf l lv^ edge of t ^ with ^j^^ria? 
ovement at both ground level and along an elevated walkway (3 storeys 
bove). Just beyond the pathway is a commercial building with open kiosks 
It the base (food stalls, newsstands, etc.) and a restaurant and other stores 
bove. 
he Sha Tin Committee Rural Road flyover forms the southeast edge of the 
"ayground. Pedestrians pass beneath the flyover, moving between 
ommercial activities (markets, town centre, public transit, etc.) and the 
earby housing estates. To the north of the playground are housing estate 
uildings, approximately eight stories tall. In the base of the Fu Yu House is 
:;the LekYuen Public Library. 
An access stair to the elevated walkway is located at the west comer of the 
layground which facilitates movement between the two levels. This 
—'Qlkway passes over the vehicle flyover, allowing users to get to their 
Sfclestinations quickly, bypassing the traffic below. 
Despite the fact that the park is located in a high traffic area, with 
destrians and"vehicles passing by in close proximity to park users, the 
olse and environmental concerns associated with such a space do not 
em to affect the users' enjoyment of the park; the design and amenities 
•f the playground all contribute to ameliorate their impact. 
Lek Yuen Playground 
market 
'3. housing estates 
commercial building 
roadway flyover 
|6. elevated pedestrian walkway 
3.3.6 Lek Yuen Playground ( Shatin ) 
0 4 9 
FACILITIES / 
Despite its small size, Lek Yuen Playground offers a variety of amenities 
which, when taken in their totality, contribute to a successful open space. 
1. trellis “ 
2. seating (along perimeter) 
3. fixed table 
4. playground pad w/ rocking seats 
5. landscaping 
6. pavement 
3.3.6 Lek Yuen Playground ( Shatin ) 
EDGE CONDITIONS 
The dominant feature in the playground is the vegetation and tree growth. 
The south edge of the park is bounded by large Banyan trees; spectacular 
specimens that form the focus of this open space. Because of their size 
and location, they create, in essence a subtle wall that acts as a buffer 
between the roadway flyover and the Park. 
In addition, the canopy of the trees is large and provides a sense of shelter 
to the park users. Although the activities in the playground can be seen 
from the overhead walkway, the tree canopy affords some measure of 
privacy. 
The trees also filter the sun which creates a comfortable environment in 
which to dwell. 
3.3.6 Leic Yuen Playground { Shalln ) 
EDGE CONDITIONS 
The pedestrian thoroughfare along the south edge of the park is subtly 
separated from the playground, allowing the users to enjoy the open space 
without being affected by the passing traffic. 
There is a steel fence that encloses the large vegetation plot. 
Because the fence is an open rail design, one is not aware of its mass, but 
rather, is more aware of the lush vegetation as the primary boundary. 
The vegetation is contained within a门 U-shaped planting bed. This encloses 
the main area of the playground and affords some privacy and security to 
the those sitting in the park. 
The open entry to the playground is marked by steel bollards that represent 
a threshold through which one must pass to enter the playground. 
Furthermore, there is a change in paving material along the entranceway 
that creates a further layer to the paric boundary. 
In addition, the pedestrian flyover is directly above this edge. The overhead 
mass of the walkway, combined with the concrete supporting structure 
creates a framed portal along the entryway. 
Although the playground is, physically, quite accessible, there are, in fact, 
several layers through which one must pass to enter the park. One feels 
secure and protected within the park. 
3.3.6 Leic Yuen Playground { Shalln ) 
EDGE ACTIVITIES 
There are a number of small open spaces throughout the nearby housing 
estates. Lek Yuen Playground, however, seems to be the most dynamic and 
lively. This can be contributed primarily to its edge activities. Although not 
necessarily part of the park, the commercial activities and pedestrian 
movement enliven the space. 
It is a small space which is impacted by all activities around its perimeter -
both at ground level and above. 
The siting of the park is a unique situation as it lies at the intersection os 
several paths of movement: vehicles passing behind on the flyover; 
pedestrians above and beside. This contributes to the vitality of the park. The 
park users are in a close enough position to be a part of the patterns of 
daily life, but there are enough layers to the park that one is separate. 
3.3.6 Leic Yuen Playground { Shalln ) 
3.3.6 Leic Yuen Playground { Shalln ) 
SPACE DEFINING 
Although there are few amenities in the playground, they are proportioned 
and placed to great effect. 
Because of its location, the playground is a space through which many 
people move. The actual open pavement through the playground is quite 
narrow and has planted trees in the middle. 
However, the park still allows for passage right through the middle without 
disturbing the users. 
Like the park edge, the path within the park is subtly defined. The entryway 
into the playground leads directly onto the open pavement through the 
park; the sitting areas are off to the side of the path. The rubber padded 
area on which the children's toys are placed sits just to the side of the path. 
Although one can walk freely on the pad, the change in ground cover 
clearly marks a different zone. 
Furthermore, the trellis marks a further zone of privacy, Although entirely 
open, it acts as a buffer between the semi-public areas (playground and 
passage area) and the private areas .(perimeter seating and fixed tables). It 
is a physical barrier that still provides a visual connection to the rest of the 
4.1 Out Line Zoning Plan 
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Out Line Zoning Plan 4 
4.2 Pattern of Urban Fabric 
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PROGRAMMES - ACTIVITIES ACCOMMODATED 
_ _ J = d I - -
The architectural treatment of URBAN VOIDS as selected 
in the central area of North Point can be generalized after 
the process of design into 3 aspects: 
1. Programme (activities accommodated ) 
2. Response to site context (activities along different 
zones in urban context) 
3. Response to site context (form & space) - SCALE 
The programmes within the voids are resulted from session 
5,3 concerning the strategies of qualities imposed in 
different taken out space in the central North Point. 
They are mainly outdoor open spaces for leisure and all 
sorts of sports and outdoor activities. 
Green area is another main elements contributed to the 
ambience and qualities of the voids. 
All the voids act as "CONNECTION POINTS" or 
"TRANSITIONAL ZONE" between 2 different urban zones 
defined by street activities. The "transitional qualities" within 
the voids are figured out from the design strategies in 
response to the respective activities along different street 
area. 
The EDGE CONDITIONS become one of the critical issue 
dealing with the overall architectural treatment in response 
to the site context. 
While for the response of the voids to the site context in 
view of form and space concern an architectural 
language articulating the aforementioned 2 issues in a 
comprehensive manner. The issue is concentrated on the 
use of space by human being within a scale contrasting to 
the urban context around making of huge building mass, 
Careful treatment and consideration of the kind of SCALE 
inserted become critical in response to the overall form of 
the architectural elements within the voids, by which the 2 
issues aforementioned are treated in a proper manner. 
Design Methodologies 
I 







USE AND ALLOCATION OF SPACES IN 
CONCEPTUAL MODEL OF "SCALE SUGGESTING ELEMENTS 
IN THE BASIC FORM OF STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK FIT INTO 
HUMAN SCALE 
PRIVACY IS ACHIEVED AMONG DIFFERENT 0 6 5 
HABITATION UNITS BY OPAQUE PARTITIONS 
WITHIN A SINGLE BUILDING MASS 
SCALE OF USE OF SPACE AND HUMAN IS 
ACHIEVED WITHIN SEPARATED UNITS IN A 
SINGLE HUGE BUILDING MASS 
4 
‘ T 
PARTITION OF SPACE SUGGESTING USE AND 
SCALE OF SPACE IN A PUBLIC AREA CAN BE 
DONE BY THE USE OF TRANSPARENT MATERIALS, 
BROUGHT FORWARD FROM THE CONCEPTUAL 
FRAME MODEL 
CONCEPTUAL MODEL OF "SCALE SUGGESTING ELEMENTS" IN THE BASIC FORM 
OF STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK FIT INTO HUMAN SCALE 
OWNERSHIP AND PRIVACY IS NO LONGER A 
CONSIDERATION FOR ALLOCATION OF USE OF SPACE IN 
A PUBLIC AREA 
66 
IDSSSPACE 





0 6 7 
I N A C T M l Y m S 
CiCCURRiO IN URBAN C O H ^ m R E ^ ^ f f 
/ m THE SCALE OF SPACE 丨M m 
VS, THE 
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PLANS - VOIDS 1,2& 3 
VOID NO. 3 
VOID NO. 2 
VOID NO. 















RESPONSE TO SITE CONTEXT ( FORM 8c SPACE ) - SACLE 
between King's Road and Fort Street 
6.2 VoiMio.l DesigTi Details 
PROGRAMME (ACTIVITIES ACCOMMODATED ) 
0 7 丨 
GREEN / LEISURE AREA FOR THE 
BUSY KING'S ROAD 
VIEW PLATFORMS" 
RESTAURANTS AND BOOKSTORE 
BEING INCORPORATED ALONG 
THE "COMPACT LAYER" 
DIRECT WALKWAY WITH LIFT AT 
END TOWARDS KING'S ROAD 
m..,聊J[？(R^ISSASEFE: 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SQUARE FO 
ELDERLY AND CHILDREN 
.2 Void No.l Design Detail； 
071 
FORT STREET 
-QUIET RESIDENTIAL AREA, LOW LEVEL OF COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND ROAD TRAFFIC 
6.2 Void No.l Design Details 
KING'S ROAD 
-THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF ROAD NETWORKS OF NORTHERN PART OF HONG KONG ISLAND; 
-HIGH LEVEL OF COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
% 
% 
6.2 VoiMio.l DesigTi Details 
CONCEPTUAL MODEL OF A "SCALE SUGGESTING ELEMENT" IN THE FORM OF A BASIC 
STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK FIT INTO HUMAN SCALE IN THE CASE OF VOID NO. 1 
POTENTIAL OF USING TRANSPARENT ELEMENTS IN RESPECT TO THE QUALITY OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 
TO ACHIEVE THE GOAL OF SUGGESTING SCALE OF USE OF SPACE AND HUMAN ACTIVITIES IN THE 
SITUATION OF VOID NO. 1 
"SCALE SUGGESTING 
ELEMENT" OF VOID NO. 1 IS 
MADE OF A "COMPACT LAYER" 
RESULTED FROM THE DIRECT 
PATHWAY AND LIFT 
OVERCOMING THE LEVEL 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE BUSY 
KING'S ROAD AND THE QUIET 
RESIDENTIAL AREA ALONG FORT 
STREET 
THE "COMPACT LAYER" ALSO 
SHOWS THE GESTURE OF 
ACCOMMODATING HUMAN 
ACTIVITIES IN THE MINIMUM 
SCALE SO AS TO ACT AS 
"SCALE INDICATORS" 



























PROGRAMME (ACTIVITIES ACCOMMODATED ) 
RESPONSE TO SITE CONTEXT ( STREET ACTIVITIES ) 
RESPONSE TO SITE CONTEXT ( FORM & SPACE ) - SACLE 
.3 Void Dl^ dign Details 
0 7 5 
SHOP FRONTS ALONG CHUN 
YEUNG STREET 
DIRECT PATHWAY 
GREEN AREA / STROLLING AREA 
6.2 Void Mo.1 Design Details 
SHOP FRONTS ALONG KING'S 
ROAD 
HARD SURFACE / EXHIBITION AREA 
i S S f e S i R i 
4 . . 藝了
 F 
s i 
6.3 Void No.2 Desian Details 
CHUN YEUNG STREET 




-THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF ROAD NEIWORKS OF NORTHERN PART OF HONG KONG ISLAND. 
-HIGH LEVEL OF COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 
jj |i ：：�.”丨！; . 1； A A / Y V V V : 
‘！ I ii -I li ti 
6.3 Void No.2 Design Details 
078 
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"SCALE SUGGESTING 
ELEMENT" OF VOID NO. 2 IS 
CONTRIBUTED BY VARIOUS 
ELEMENTS FROM THE BUILDING 
ABOVE AND THE ARTIFICIAL 
LANDSCAPE BELOW 
BREAK DOWN OF SCALE OF 
THE GIANTIC BUILDING MASS 
FORMING THE VOID IS 
ACHIEVED BY "SOFTENING" 
OF THE EDGES, BY VARIOUS 
ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS LIKE 
EXPOSED STAIRCASE AND THE 
ARTIFICIAL LANDSCAPE AREA 
、 - m 
6.2 Void Mo.1 Design Details 
6.2 
Void M
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PROGRAMME (ACTIVITIES ACCOMMODATED ) 





VOiD NO. 3 
between Chun Yeung Street and Java Road 
Void No.3 Design D ^ ^ s 
[ k ^ 
CHILDREN PLAYGROUND 
BASKETBALL COURT, GATHERING 
AREA FOR THE YOUTH 
PAVILION / SEATING AREA 
6.2 Void Mo.1 Design Details 
GREEN AREA / STROLLING PATH 
DIRECT PATHWAY 
PUBLIC TOILET 
"VIEWING PLATFORMS" / ELEVATED 
LEISURE AREA 
. .
 . . , J l m f 
f 
JAVA ROAD 
-RESIDENTIAL AREA WITH CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY ON GROUND FLOOR COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES 




6.2 Void Mo.1 Design Details 
CHUN YEUNG STREET IB I IH i L^CS^ i i L^A 
-RESIDENTIAL AREA, STREET MARKET HAVING HEAVY TRAFFIC OF PEOPLE ALONG THE PEDESTRIAN AND ROAD AREAS 
h i 汉 姊 热 汉 J ; 
HID d J 
"RELEASED SPACE-
CREATED 3Y THE 
TENSION BETWEEN 
THE "COMPACT 





INTRODUCTION OF A "COMPACT LAYER" TO ACT 
AS THE "SCALE SUGGESTING ELEMENTS" WITHIN 
THE URBAN VOID 
GREEN ELEMEWfS SCATTERED 




 n 一 寶 ， k 
LOSS OF SCALE BETWEEN THE VOID AND THE 
BUILDING MASS SURROUNDED 
Void No.3 Design Details 
THE "COMPACT LAYER" 
GENERATED FROM THE ACTIVITIES 
AND SITE CONDITION WITHIN AN 
URBAN VOID 
gh-I 
• r m EEss a： 
TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF AN URBAN 
VOID WITH GENERAL 
ARCHITECTURAL TREATMENT 
084 





























ELEMENT" OF VOID NO. 3 IN 
THE FORM OF A "COMPACT 
LAYER" WHICH SERVES AS THE 
ELEMENT TO ARTICULATE THE 
DIFFERENT SPECIFIC ACTIVITY 
ZONES IN A UNIFIED MANNER 
THE "COMPACT LAYER" AT THE 
SAME TIME ACCOMMODATE 
CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF A 
PATHWAY AND THE ELEVATED 
PLATFORMS FOR LEISURE 



























6.3 Void No.2 Design Details 
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Pu Mloo [ ed.�, Cap. 2, 3, 9 & 13, 
Public Places in Asia Pacific Cities 
Roger Troncik, 




Design of Urban space An Inquiry Into a Socio-spatial Process 
Tate, Alan, 
Great City Parks 
Adams, Williams Howard, 
Grounds for change : Major Gardens of the Twentieth Century 
Johnson, Jory, 
Modern Landscape Architecture : Redefining the Garden 
CHOW Chi Woi Kelly, Assistant Professor, Dept. Archi. CUHK 
Research: Parks and Open Spaces In Urban Hong Kong 
7.0 Reference Materials 
"THESIS a word describing whatwe have done fhroughoutthe pasfacademic year. 0 8 8 
What does "THESIS"mean to us, to others ？ 
Does it simply mean "final year project" of we Yr. 5 stidents ofarchiteciure? 
Or it means an exercise to show something about architectural design? 
It does mean "final year project", to some of us. 
While for some of us treat It as a chance to full^ . 
ha/e learned in architecture fhroughoutthe past 6 years of study and work. 
It can be a process having greatest potential and oppoiiunlties for us to explore something interested us for 
many years of architeclvral study which couldn t be worked out under previous syllabus of exercise during 
I 二 二 w e can be satisfied in the greatest extent to illustrate whatwe would like to do and 
what we feel doubtful and try to figure out the question marked deep in our heart for the past years of 
architectural stud/. 
For the relative greater scale of the design project and more comprehensive scope of work we can try to 
work out something through which we can push ourselves to o higher level of understanding about 
architecture within an academic scope of work. 
“ 
I am here to say I have gone through the PROCESS of the THESIS. 
To me, the thesis is an opportunity for me, 
a chance for me to summarize and conclude what I have learned in the past 6 years in 
architecture. 
It has a lot to think, to work on, to explore throughout the whole process. 
The product of it become rather insignificant compared to what I have gained In the way of 
thinking, approaching and realizing an architectural issue throughout the whole process. 
It shows a big step in my life. 
I shape architecture as well as architecture shapes me. 
The architectural issues I raised and approached towards the architectural treatment of 
public open space in Hong Kong's urban context is indeed very minimal to the world of 
architecture, I believe. 
However, to me, my thesis shows me my first step approaching the social issue in relation to 
architecture which have existed deep Inside my heart for a long time. 
I am going to treat it as my another new starting point in my life of architecture. 
For the completion of my thesis, as a sign of my graduation, 
I am going to say "THANK YOU" in the most sincere manner to the following people who gave 
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